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Success with the Gauer fruit led to the family’s desire 
for estate grown Chardonnay. Fortunately, they discov-
ered the upper slopes of our estate are bathed in cooling 
marine breezes. These combined with our well drained 
volcanic soil made a perfect terroir for Chardonnay. The 
first estate Chardonnay vineyard was Belle Côte, planted 
in 1990, with the first wine produced in the 1995 vin-
tage. La Carrière and Ma Belle-Fille followed, planted in 
1995 and 1999, with the first wines in the 1997 and 2002 
vintages. Over time, we brought our Mon Plaisir bottling 
home to the estate. Since then, every drop of our Char-
donnay has been sourced on our Knights Valley property.

In addition to our four single vineyard bottlings, we 
produce two very limited barrel selection cuvées, Cuvée 
Indigène and Point Rouge. “Cuvée” was created as a study 
of the power and finesse that Chardonnay can express, 

Point Rouge as an exploration of its aging potential.
The family’s fascination with classic Burgundian va-

rietals led to a quest for an estate Pinot Noir. As with 
Chardonnay, we started with non-estate fruit. Former 
winemaker Mark Aubert located the perfect parcel in the 
Pisoni Vineyard in the Santa Lucia Highlands of Monterey 
County. This became our Le Moulin Rouge bottling in 
1997, and our relationship with the Pisoni family has con-
tinued ever since.

In 1998 we began the creation of an estate Pinot Noir 
by purchasing a parcel on the “true Sonoma Coast” in what 
is now the Fort Ross-Seaview AVA. After careful planning, 
vines were planted in 2006, and the first vintage was pro-
duced in 2009. As with Chardonnay, we have developed 
our Pinot Noir vineyards in separate parcels to capture 
the subtle differences in terroir. Our Seaview property is 
the source of the Le Caprice, Ma Danseuse, and Clos du 
Ciel bottlings.

To execute Sir Peter’s red wine vision, the first sec-
tions of the Les Pavots vineyard were planted in 1983, a 
year after the family purchased the Knights Valley prop-
erty. The goal of a Cabernet Sauvignon based wine was 
realized with the first vintage of Les Pavots in 1989. That 
same year the family expanded the vineyard onto the 
rockier slopes directly above the first plantings. These sec- 
tions now provide the core of the Les Pavots blend, and the  
Michael family could not be more pleased with the results.

We introduced our L’Esprit des Pavots bottling in 
the 2001 vintage as a “young vines cuvée.” The wine was 
sourced from parts of the original Les Pavots vineyard 
that were replanted in the mid ’90s. The young vines are 
now over 15 years old, and L’Esprit has evolved accord-
ingly. Winemaker Nicolas Morlet sees L’Esprit as a “free-
style expression of the vintage” which he crafts separately 
from Les Pavots. In this respect, L’Esprit has transcended 
its origins as the “young vines cuvée” and gained its own 
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2014 Release 
Schedule

To accommodate the introduction 
of our new Au Paradis bottling, 
we split the Pinot Noir bottlings 
between the spring and fall. 

Spring:
2011 Les Pavots  
Estate Cabernet Blend

2012 La Carrière  
Estate Chardonnay

2012 Belle Côte  
Estate Chardonnay
2012 Cuvée Indigène 
Estate Chardonnay

2012 Le Moulin Rouge 
Pinot Noir
2012 Le Caprice  
Estate Pinot Noir

Fall:
2011 Au Paradis  
Estate Cabernet Sauvignon

2011 L’Esprit des  
Pavots  
Estate Cabernet Blend

2013 L’Après-Midi  
Estate Sauvignon Blanc

2012 Mon Plaisir  
Estate Chardonnay

2012 Ma Belle-Fille  
Estate Chardonnay

2012 Point Rouge  
Estate Chardonnay

2012 Ma Danseuse  
Estate Pinot Noir

2012 Clos du Ciel  
Estate Pinot Noir

Above: the breadth 
of our portfolio is 
evident. Starting with 
Sir Peter’s vision to 
produce a claret-style 
red, the portfolio has 
grown to 15 wines.
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identity as a separate expression of the vineyard’s terroir.
White Bordeaux varietals entered the picture with 

the Michael family’s love of Sauvignon Blanc. A number 
of top Loire Valley wines were regulars at their dinner 
table. Not surprisingly, they asked Helen Turley to add 
this to the portfolio and the 1991 vintage of L’Après-Midi 
was the result. Estate grown since the 1999 vintage, then 
winemaker Luc Morlet added a touch of Sémillon to the 
blend starting in 2001. Five years later Luc and Nicolas 
created the first vintage of our half Sémillon half Sauvi-
gnon Blanc bottling, Coeur à Coeur.

We have now discussed 14 of our 15 bottlings. Num-
ber 15, “Au Paradis,” is a new addition to our portfolio 
that, as yet, only a handful of people have tasted. Released 
this fall, the wine is an estate grown Cabernet Sauvignon 
sourced from the Napa Valley property the winery pur-
chased in 2009. This hillside vineyard is located on the east 
side of the Oakville appellation in the heart of Oakville’s 

famed “red dirt.” 
Derived from contrasting terroirs, Au Paradis and Les 

Pavots complement each other magnificently. The winery 
team and the Michael family are very excited about the 
first release. Our fall issue will provide all of the details. 
Until then, Santé!
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Growing Seasons 
and Harvests

By Nicolas Morlet, Winemaker

The 2011Vintage
The 2011 growing season started 

with a cool, wet spring. Our vineyards 
did not experience frost, but bud break 
was delayed. The weather from fruit set 
through harvest stayed even, cool and 
mild. This coupled with the ample spring 
rains allowed us to dry farm in this vin-
tage. The cool summer also extended the 
growing season into November, with the 
fruit benefiting from the additional hang 
time. Harvest was later than normal. 
Vineyard blocks were brought in slowly 
as they reached optimal ripeness. Lower 
than normal sugar levels contributed to 
wines showing superb balance and depth 
of flavor. The vintage will show elegance 
and a complete expression of the terroir.

The 2012 Vintage
Classic and well-balanced only begins 

to explain the beauty of the 2012 vin-
tage. Conditions were optimal with ideal 
spring bud break, even flowering and 
fruit set, and plenty of warm, long sum-
mer days. A few small heat spikes in Sep-
tember and October brought great con-
centration and color to the fruit. A long 
Indian summer of mild temperatures and 
sunny days was an important factor in the 
ripening process. We thinned the crop 
rigorously, keeping only the most perfect 
clusters. The vineyard crew was able to 
harvest when the fruit had reached per-
fect balance and ripeness levels. The 2012 
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir vintage dis-
plays exceptional structure and quality.

2012 La Carrière
Estate Vineyard  
Chardonnay
Terroir-driven minerality 
remains the signature of this 
vineyard, with aromas of 
bakery, vine and apple blos-
som, dry honey, yellow ‘Chartreuse’ elements, hazelnut 
and sweet pear. Accents of Mandarin orange, acacia, honey 
and vanilla complete the elegant bouquet. Presenting won-
derful concentration and elegance on the palate, the wine 
is sculpted, rich, intense and creamy. Notes of citrus oils, 
white peach and lemon meringue frame the minerality. Its 
bright acidity and minerality will allow it to age well for 
two decades, much like its Burgundian cousins from Pulig-
ny-Montrachet. 

2012 Belle Côte
Estate Vineyard  
Chardonnay
Very intense and powerfully 
hedonistic aromas of lychee 
nut, citrus, rose petal and 
orange blossom, with a background of mineral, bergamot 
orange, candied orange, yellow peach, nutmeg, nougat, 
whole nut and toasted almond. The rich seamless palate is 
weighty in the mouth and very creamy. Notes of brioche, 
saffron and pain grillé coupled with natural acidity and min-
erals complete the mouth feel. The wine will continue to 
develop for at least two decades. 

2012 Cuvée Indigène  
Estate Vineyard  
Chardonnay
A very intense and expres-
sive nose of brioche, min-
eral, peach blossom, candied 
orange, lemon oil, yellow 
peach and dry apricot interact gracefully with vanilla, 
toasted hazelnut, meringue and subtle white truffle to form 
a multi-layered and very intense bouquet. Very complex, 
creamy, ample texture of “gras” and balanced with a linger-
ing perfumed and mineral finish. The 2012 Cuvée Indigène 
vintage will age and continue to express its potential for 
three decades, much like its Burgundian cousins from Cor-
ton-Charlemagne.

2014 Spring Release The Winemaker’s Tasting Notes

2011 Les Pavots
Estate Vineyard  
Cabernet Blend
Black with a ruby red hue and 
crimson reflection on the rim, 
the 2011 Les Pavots reveals an 
intense bouquet of strawberry, 
black truffle oil, vanilla bean, blueberry and blackberry, 
with nuances of black currant liquor, cedar, cacao, cigar box, 
black tea, graphite, a stylish ‘garrigue’ touch, forest floor and 
cloves. Extremely full-bodied, this wine offers a potpourri 
feeling with the same rich, ripe fruit impressions on the pal-
ate with black truffle, tobacco, grey and white pepper notes. 
The mouth feel is dense and round, with a mineral back-
ground and ample elegant tannins, which leads to a long fin-
ish. The 2011 Les Pavots will benefit from another year of 
cellaring and will age gracefully for two decades. 

2012 Le Moulin Rouge  
Pinot Noir
Leading with intense aromas 
of wild strawberry, plum, vio-
let and red cherry, the 2012 
Le Moulin Rouge follows 
with hints of Earl Grey tea. 
Opening further, the bouquet reveals additional aromas such 
as strawberry, Grillottes cherry, graphite with clove and cin-
namon in the background. Intense in the mouth, the wine 
blends richness and delicacy as the flavors stretch to a long 
earthy and fruit-filled finish. This beautiful wine drinks well 
young yet will age for a decade.

2012 Le Caprice  
Estate Vineyard  
Pinot Noir
Le Caprice has a deep ruby 
color with a bright crimson 
tinge. Its shows intense aro-
mas of raspberry liqueur, 
red cherry and blackberry mixed with Russian leather and 
graphite. The palate is expressive and delivers Grillottes 
cherry, sandalwood, raspberry, wild strawberry, forest floor 
and leather, with a background of raspberry liquor. The tex-
ture is round, tactile, mineral and fragrant. The wine is al-
ready expressive and will continue to develop for at least 
two decades.


