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Cover: The ‘ski slope’ sections of our 
new property have a commanding 
view of the rest of our estate and the 
floor of Knights Valley below.
Above: A wide aerial shot of the upper 
reaches of our estate shows clearly how 
the new property fits with the rest of 
our estate. Our existing Chardonnay 
vineyards on the left, with the new 
blocks on the right, separated only by 
a narrow, forested ravine.
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The winery is proud to announce a recent extension of our home estate 
with the purchase last fall of Gerhard Reisacher’s neighboring 
property, contiguous to ours, along the Ida Clayton Road. Sir Peter 
purchased the majority of our Knights Valley property in 1982. Since 
then, the footprint of the estate has evolved as smaller adjoining land 
parcels have become available.



Visually, Gerhard’s vineyards always appeared to be part of our estate. We have a 
knoll on the property that rises to almost 2,000 feet above sea level and serves as a 
perfect observation platform to survey the surroundings. Our vineyards and 
Gerhard’s are clustered around it so they all quite naturally appear to be part of 
one estate. Says Sir Peter, ‘I was once described as the ‘crazy Englishman’ for planting 
vines on the steep slopes of Mount St Helena. Then Gerhard arrived in 2004, and I was no 
longer the crazy one. He was really brave and planted vines even higher than mine! I have 
admired Gerhard’s work and his vines ever since and now I am very happy that they are part 
of the PMW estate.’

The new parcel is located to the north of our existing property and is composed of 
a set of steep slopes ranging in altitude from 1,500 feet at the bottom to over 
2,200 feet above sea level at the top. The vineyards are basically laid out in three 
sections. One, on a slope directly across the property line from our Ma Belle-Fille 
Vineyard, and the other two are to the east on ski slope-like pitches with ideal 
south facing exposures. Visiting the new property is like a trip back in time to the 
early days of our Knights Valley estate, just a basic system of dirt roads and 
rudimentary drainage and irrigation systems. Bringing these up to Peter Michael’s 
current standards is already underway.
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The western blocks of the new property are 
perched above our Ma Belle-Fille vineyard, 
looking across at our Belle Côte vineyard.
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The addition is a total of 112 acres, of which 18 are planted on slopes very similar 
to our existing Chardonnay vineyards. Over the next several years, we will change 
the vineyard over to Chardonnay with the intention of adding one or more new 
bottlings to our portfolio. Some blocks will be converted by grafting, while others 
will be redeveloped from scratch. The process will be similar to what occurred at 
our Oakville vineyard, Au Paradis, after we acquired it in 2009. Says winemaker, 
Nicolas Morlet, ‘Behind the word ‘terroir’, there are a lot of factors including: climate, soil, 
geology, and farming. We are going to make a new home for different field selections of 
Chardonnay with rootstocks that will adapt well to the diverse microclimates and soils of this 
new site.’

It will be a minimum of three years before we can share a bottle of wine from the 
new vineyards. As yet, we have not determined exactly how many labels the new 
vineyards will provide. Ultimately, this will be dictated by the terroir itself. As 
Paul sums it up, ‘It will be very interesting to hear what these vineyards have to say. Nick, 
Javier and all of us at PMW will listen intently as they speak through the wines we produce 
from them.’
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06 WEBSITE RENOVATION
PeterMichaelWinery.com retooled
If you have not seen it yet, we invite you to visit our new website, which we 
launched in December.

Working with a talented group of designers, we wished to convey the striking 
beauty of our mountain vineyards. We commissioned new photography and video; 
and Emily opened up the family albums to reveal photos from the winery’s early 
years. As Emily explains, ‘The family has such a deep connection to the estate. I hope the 
new website conveys a sense of that.’

The content you are used to seeing is in a completely new layout. In addition, we 
have added several new sections including a richly illustrated timeline of the 
winery’s history, tips on the care and serving of our wines, and advice on the 
optimal drinking windows for each bottling. Please take the new site for a ‘test 
drive’ and let us know how you think it handles. 

Our new site is richly illustrated with photography from the family’s personal albums.
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Stars Atlanta
May 30

Atlanta Food & Wine Festival 

PMF Summer Event
June 22

Peter Michael Estate

 Stars New York
October 16

Chef Jacques Pépin
Wine Spectator Private Club

Hudson Yards

Stanford Cancer Institute
UCSF Helen Diller Family 

Cancer Center
Buffett Cancer Center
Miami Cancer Institute

Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center

Other Events
Chicago | Palm Beach 

San Francisco
Details TBA

Peter Michael Foundation
2019 Events Calendar

Fun, intimate culinary events of exceptional food, wine & philanthropy. 

Funding pioneering prostate cancer 
research and patient care at leading 

cancer centers across the country.

updated event details and 
reservations:

www.PeterMichaelFoundation.org
Jenny@PeterMichaelFoundation.org

415.339.0400



2019 RELEASE SCHEDULE
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SPRING RELEASE

2016 ‘Les Pavots’ Estate Cabernet Blend

2017 ‘Le Caprice’ Estate Pinot Noir

2017 ‘Le Moulin Rouge’ Pinot Noir

2017 ‘La Carrière’ Estate Chardonnay

2017 ‘Belle Côte’ Estate Chardonnay

2017 ‘Cuvée Indigène’ Estate Chardonnay
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September 2018, 
harvesting Chardonnay in 
La Carrière Vineyard.
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FALL RELEASE

2016 ‘Au Paradis’ Estate Cabernet Sauvignon

2016 ‘L'Esprit des Pavots’ Estate Cabernet Blend

2017 ‘Ma Danseuse’ Estate Pinot Noir

2017 ‘Clos du Ciel’ Estate Pinot Noir

2018 ‘L’Après-Midi’ Estate Sauvignon Blanc

2017 ‘Mon Plaisir’ Estate Chardonnay

2017 ‘Ma Belle-Fille’ Estate Chardonnay

2017 ‘Point Rouge’ Estate Chardonnay
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A  NEW CORK
Improving on 

tradition
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Going forward, we are pleased to announce all of our wines will be bottled 
with an improved natural cork. Our winemaker, Nicolas Morlet, has been 
conducting research on cork quality and consistency for years. Extensive trials 
with experimental bottlings of our wines indicated that the new cork was 
indeed the best option. The Michael family approved the change last summer 
after tasting through Nicolas’ latest experimental lots.

The new closure is provided by a supplier called ProCork. Developed in 
Australia and Portugal, it is a high-quality natural cork with a five-layer 
membrane that controls the rate at which minute amounts of oxygen pass 
through the cork, a key element in the rate of aging. This means that every 
bottle in your cellar should age at exactly the same rate, reducing any possible 
bottle variation. In addition, the membrane completely blocks TCA, the 
spoilage compound that causes ‘corked wine.’ This protection extends to TCA 
that might be in the cork itself as well as environmental TCA from 
contaminated storage facilities or packaging materials, effectively translating to 
complete protection against this defect. 

The membrane itself is completely inert and does not react with the wine in any 
way. Because it is a natural cork, the new cork looks very much like the old 
cork. It just has a little sheen on the ends which is the membrane itself. You may 
notice the Cabernets will have a slightly shorter cork, the same length as the 
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. Because of the way it controls oxygen transfer, the 
membrane eliminates the need for the longer cork.

The change goes into effect with our spring bottling this year. The new cork 
will be used starting with the 2018 vintage of Sauvignon Blanc, the 2017 
vintage of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Cabernet Sauvignon Blends. 

The winery’s mantra ‘Mountain Vineyards, Classical Winemaking, Limited 
Production’ reflects a commitment to tradition. That commitment extends to 
the way we bottle our wine; in a traditionally shaped glass bottle, closed with a 
natural cork. We are pleased to be able to improve the consistency of our wines 
while staying true to that tradition.
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Nicolas and Javier walk 
the vineyard and discuss 
the fine points of 
bringing the fruit to 
perfect ripeness.
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2016 Vintage of Cabernet Sauvignon in Knights Valley

The near perfect 2016 growing season started with a warm February and early bud 
break. While California’s drought continued, rains were sufficient to meet the vineyard’s 
needs. Cool damp conditions at blooming resulted in a smaller than normal fruit set. 
After veraison, a single pass of green harvest brought the crop into optimal balance. 
Overall, the vintage was slightly cooler than average, with consistently warm and sunny 
conditions and only one heat spike. Moderate temperatures at harvest allowed gradual 
picking as each block achieved perfection, providing excellent flavor development and 
slightly lower potential alcohol. The vintage produced delicate, classically styled wines 
with firm acidity and bright fruit.

Photo by Donna Reid, ADIYL Photography
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GROWING SEASONS
AND HARVESTS
from Nicolas Morlet
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2017 Vintage of Chardonnay in Knights Valley

The 2017 growing season began with abundant rainfall, ending California’s long 
drought. Spring weather was cool but dry, resulting in an extended blooming period 
and some shatter. Vines were vigorous thanks to the winter rains and aggressive canopy 
management and fruit thinning brought the crop into optimal balance. Warmer than 
normal conditions after veraison accelerated ripening and required careful irrigation to 
mitigate dehydration. A return of cooler conditions allowed our Chardonnay to 
gradually reach perfect ripeness. Picking was completed on September 28 with a slightly 
smaller than normal harvest, resulting in a forward, exotic vintage of Chardonnay with 
wines showing uncommon richness.



2019 SPRING RELEASE

THE WINEMAKER’S
TASTING NOTES
from Nicolas Morlet
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2016 ‘Les Pavots’ Estate Cabernet Blend
2016 Les Pavots meets the eye with a near-black ruby color and deep ruby rim. The nose displays 
a sophisticated bouquet of fresh leather, morel mushroom, vanilla bean, black fruit, cherry, 
blackberry, blueberry coulis, and a stylish ‘garrigue’ touch. Full-bodied and elegant, the wine 
offers the same rich, ripe fruit impressions on the palate. The mouth feel is dense and round, 
with supple tannins and subtle mineral notes leading to a long finish. Approachable now, the 
wine provides a classic presentation of our estate’s terroir. It will handsomely reward four years 
of cellaring and continue to age gracefully for two decades.

2017 ‘Le Caprice’ Estate Pinot Noir
To the eye, the 2017 Le Caprice offers a red ruby color with bright crimson highlights. The wine 
shows intense aromas of raspberry liqueur, red cherry and blackberry mixed with Russian leather, 
violet and graphite. The palate is expressive and delivers Griotte cherry, sandalwood, raspberry, 
wild strawberry, forest floor, hazelnut, and leather, with a background of raspberry liqueur. The 
texture is fresh, round, and mineral driven. The wine is already expressive and will continue to 
develop for at least a decade.

2017 ‘Le Moulin Rouge’ Pinot Noir
The 2017 Le Moulin Rouge greets the eye with a deep ruby hue and bright highlights. On the 
nose, the wine leads with intense aromas of wild strawberry, plum, violet and red cherry, 
followed with hints of black tea. Opening further, the nose reveals additional layers of graphite 
and a seductive freshness. Intense in the mouth, the wine blends richness and delicacy as the 
flavors stretch to a long, earthy and fruit-filled finish. This beautiful wine drinks well young yet 
will age for a decade.

Photo by Donna Reid, ADIYL Photography
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Harvest 2018, Rafa, 
Nicolas and Javier, 
Cellar Master, Winemaker 
and Vineyard Manager 
discuss picking logistics.
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2017 ‘La Carrière’ Estate Chardonnay

Terroir-driven minerality remains the hallmark of this vineyard, with aromas of brioche, 
gingerbread, almond, royal jelly, vine blossoms, jasmine, hazelnut and Williams pear. The nose 
is dominated by aromas of mandarin orange, acacia, hazelnut and grapefruit. Accents of orange 
blossom, acacia and vanilla complete the elegant bouquet. Citrus oils, white peach and lemon 
highlight the minerality. Wonderfully concentrated and elegant on the palate, the wine is 
sculpted, rich, intense and creamy. The 2017 La Carrière is enjoyable now and will continue to 
develop for a decade or more.

2017 ‘Belle Côte’ Estate Chardonnay

Very intense and powerful, the nose reveals hedonistic aromas of lychee nut, rose petal and 
orange blossom, with a background of mineral, candied orange, yellow peach, crème brûlée, 
nougat, whole nut and toasted almond. The rich seamless palate is very creamy and weighty in 
the mouth. Notes of pain grillé, marmalade, brioche and hazelnut coupled with natural acidity 
and minerality complete the mouth feel. The 2017 Belle Côte is enjoyable now and will continue 
to develop for a decade or more.

2017 ‘Cuvée Indigène’ Estate Chardonnay

Very intense and expressive on the nose with notes of brioche, mineral, peach blossom, candied 
orange, lemon oil, yellow peach and dried apricot. Accents of vanilla, toasted hazelnut, 
meringue and crème brûlée complete a multi-layered and intense bouquet. In the mouth, the 
texture is creamy and balanced with ample “gras” and a lingering perfumed and mineral finish. 
The 2017 Cuvée Indigène vintage will continue to express its potential for two decades like its 
Burgundian cousins from Corton-Charlemagne.




