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Introducing 
Our Three 
New Pinots



The Newest Members of the Family

eter Michael Winery made its first Pinot Noir, 
Le Moulin Rouge, thirteen vintages ago with 

fruit sourced from the Pisoni Vineyard. While we are 
enormously proud of this wine, and will continue to 
produce it, the Michael Family’s goal all along has been 
estate grown wines from our own vineyards. This fall 
we proudly bring that quest to fruition three-fold with 
the release of the estate wines from our Seaview prop-
erty. Allow us to introduce the newest members of the 
family: Ma Danseuse, Le Caprice, and Clos du Ciel. 

The quest for estate Pinot Noir started with a 
search for the ideal vineyard site. Seeking only proper-
ty with “great growth” potential, the family’s attention 
centered on the rugged ridges of the Sonoma Coast. 
In 1998, the winery purchased a truly exciting parcel, 
located on the first ridge inland from the coast above 
the South Fork of the Gualala River. The total acreage 
is about 400, but we developed just 30 as vineyards. 
The rest of the property was reserved as a wildlife cor-
ridor. After years of study and careful preparation, 25 
acres were planted in 2006 with an additional 5 acres 
planted in 2007. 

The vines are situated on a set of moderate to 
very steep slopes between 1,000 and 1,500 feet above 
sea level. The exposure is a mix of east and northeast 
facings and benefits from both the cooling influence 
of the Pacific Ocean just over the ridge to the west, 
and the mild, sunny mountain climate. The soils are a 
patchwork of rocky alluvial sediments, decomposing 
volcanic material, and clay. All blocks have been plant-
ed to carefully selected Burgundian field selections of 
Pinot Noir on a mix of rootstocks. 

Subtle differences in exposure and marine influ-
ence between the three sections of the vineyard give us 
three different expressions of terroir and continue the 
winery’s mission of crafting vineyard-specific wine. 
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Clos du Ciel
Clos du Ciel, French for “wall-en-
closed vineyard of the sky”, is a meta-
phor for the rare microclimate 
of the vineyard site. 
This is the south-
ernmost section of the 
vineyard and receives the 
least marine influence. It is 
also oriented more easterly than the 
other sections, providing the greatest 
sun exposure, making it the warmest 
section of the property. Clos du Ciel 
has the most masculine structure of 
the three wines. Once again, there is 
some previous history with the name. 
In the 90s, Clos du Ciel was a Char-
donnay bottling from purchased fruit. 
As our estate vineyards developed, we 
discontinued the bottling but saved 
the name. As our Pinot Noir project 
took shape, we knew we had the per-
fect opportunity to bring the name 
home to our estate vineyards.

Peter Michael’s Seaview Vineyards

Le Caprice
Le Caprice, French for “The Freak” as in “of nature”, apt-
ly describes this rough vineyard terroir. The name is also 
an ode to the fickle nature of the Pinot Noir grape. This 
is the steepest of the vineyards with some sections ex-
ceeding fifty percent in slope. Slightly warmer than Ma 
Danseuse, it faces subtly more to the east and receives 
just a touch less marine influence. Le Caprice displays 
classic Pinot Noir structure but is the most fruit forward 
of the trio. Followers of our wines will recognize that 
we produced a Le Caprice bottling in ’07 and ’08 from 
purchased fruit. With the release of the 2009, we bring 
this label home to the estate.



ir Peter named our new Ma Danseuse bottling in
honor of Lady Michael, and selected this poem and 

original artwork from British artist Edward Monkton 
for the back label. Sir Peter explains in his own words:

“At the age of 17 I joined a Judo club to learn a little 
self defense. As the evening classes finished, the dancing 
club next door also emptied its members; I could not help 
but notice that the women from the dance club looked a lot 
more attractive than the judo students. It didn’t take long 
for my allegiance to change from judo to dancing, in what 
was to be the most important decision in my life thus far. 
There I met Maggie, a gold medal dancer and quite the 
most beautiful girl, who later, in 1962, became my wife. 

Now we are coming up to 50 years of marriage and our 
wonderful new Pinot Noir ‘Ma Danseuse,’ says ‘thank you’ 
to her for all those years as we passed through thick and 
thin. The poem ‘That Still and Settled Place’ records some-
thing that has occasionally occurred during those years.”

Ma Danseuse
Ma Danseuse, French for “My Dancer”, was named by Sir 
Peter in honor of Lady Michael (see the sidebar). This is 
the northern most section of the vineyard. It is also the 
coolest, as the marine influence coming from the north, 
following the Gualala River, is most concentrated here. In 
addition, Ma Danseuse faces subtly more toward the north 
and therefore receives slightly less sun exposure than the 
other two blocks. Ma Danseuse is the most feminine of the 
bottlings, aptly reflecting the charm of its namesake.

An aerial photo clearly shows the layout of our Seaview estate vineyards. The 
property is viewed from the northeast looking southwest. The vineyards are 
perched on the first ridge inland from the Pacific Ocean. The south fork of the 
Gualala River flows through the canyon at the foot of the property.
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2009 Mon Plaisir
Chardonnay

True to its name, the 
wine is a pleasure: in-
tense and perfumed. 
Mon Plaisir displays 
an exquisite bouquet 
of lemon cream, honey, and candied grapefruit, with 
subtle notes of spring flowers. The palate is rich, full-
bodied and creamy with stunning hints of stone fruits, 
pear, dry apricot and brioche. A mineral character and 
suggestions of pain grillé and hazelnut complete the 
mouthfeel of this wine and its long finish. 

2009 Ma Belle-Fille
Estate Vineyard  
Chardonnay
The 2009 Ma Belle-
Fille shows spectacular 
intensity, packed with 
aromas of ripe peach, 
tangerine blossom, dried apricot, golden apple and 
nectarine, accented with wet stone-like minerality, 
brioche and lily flower notes. Rich and concentrated 
in the mouth, the wine displays deep flavors of William 
pear, honey, dried almond, meringue, dry chamomile, 
orange rind and notes of baked Reinette apple. In the 
mouth, the wine is tactile, gourmand and extremely 
pure. Layered and seductive, the finish is very long.

2009 Point Rouge  
Chardonnay

Offering elegance, 
complexity and rich-
ness, the 2009 Point 
Rouge is an excep-
tional wine. Aromas of 
ripe apple, citrus oils, orange rind, William pear, dried 
apricot, candied pineapple and acacia fill the glass. The 
mouth is seamless and rich with notes of coconut, 
crème brûlée, honeysuckle, vanilla and white truffle. 
With a wet stone-like minerality, the framework of 
this wine offers a rare harmony as well as extraordi-
nary tactile persistence. Already refined, the wine will 
gain even more complexity in 4-5 years and should 
continue to age gracefully for two decades.

2011 Fall Release

2009 Le Moulin Rouge  
Pinot Noir

The Pinot Noir for our 
Le Moulin Rouge is 
grown on the slopes of 
the Santa Lucia High-
lands in Monterey 
County. The vineyard’s coastal soil and climate con-
tribute a dense, yet delicate richness, and add to the 
wine’s complexity. The clone, originally selected from 
Burgundy’s Grand Cru, is showcased in a concentrated 
perfume and distinct varietal expression. The vintage’s 
very small clusters and berries have produced a con-
centrated and intense wine. Along with fully ripe fruit, 
manual punch downs and barrel aging have contrib-
uted to the wine’s gorgeous, silky tannins.

2009 Le Caprice 
Estate Vineyard 
Pinot Noir
Le Caprice can be iden-
tified by its deep red 
ruby color and bright 
crimson tinge. Delicate 
red forest fruit are the signature of this vineyard, with 
aromas of raspberry, red currant, red cherries, straw-
berry, fresh leather and graphite. Refined and intense, 
the 2009 Le Caprice expresses in the palate a won-
derful concentration of red fruits with subtle notes of 
leather and graphite supported by a silky texture and a 
lingering aromatic finish.

2009 Ma Danseuse
Estate Vineyard  
Pinot Noir
Ma Danseuse charms 
with its red ruby color 
and bright maroon 
tinge. The nose exhibits 
a bouquet of roses, raspberry, Griotte cherries, forest 
floor, red currant, and a subtle note of violet. Delicate, 
fragrant and refined, the 2009 Ma Danseuse has in the 
palate a wonderful concentration of red fruits and 
spring blossoms such as potpourri with subtle notes 
of rare spices embracing a silky texture and lingering 
aromatic finish. 

“Mountain
vineyards,
classical

winemaking,
limited

production”

12400 Ida Clayton Rd.
Knights Valley

Calistoga, CA 94515

800-354-4459

Fax 707-942-0209

petermichaelwinery.com

WRITTEN BY
THE STAFF AT  

PETER MICHAEL WINERY

COVER PHOTOGRAPHY BY
PENNY WOLIN

 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY BY 

ROBERT JANOVER 

DESIGN BY
LEANNE SCHY

2009 Clos du Ciel 
Estate Vineyard  
Pinot Noir
Clos du Ciel has a deep 
red ruby color. It has an 
intense nose of black 
cherry, cassis, straw-
berry liquor, black raspberry with truffle, graphite and 
leather notes. The wine is rich, round and full-bodied 
with heavy notes of fruits and spices. The texture of 
Clos du Ciel is sensual with an impressive length. It 
will require a couple years of cellaring to develop its 
bouquet and remarkable potential. 

2010 L’Après-Midi
Estate Vineyard  
Sauvignon Blanc
Intense and multi-layered, 
the bouquet is dominated 
by spring flowers: lily, 
honeysuckle, orange blos-
som, acacia; with white 
peach, lemon, lime, Wil-
liam pear, grapefruit, honey, minerals. Rich and deli-
cate, zesty flavors follow seamlessly from the aroma. 
Layered, elegant and very long, the estate’s signature 
wet stone minerality balances the richness lending a 
superb refinement to the finish. Built to age, the 2010 
L’Après-Midi is already revealing itself as a superb ex-
pression our estate’s terroir. 

2008 L’Esprit des Pavots
Estate Vineyard  
Red Bordeaux Blend

With all the features which 
characterize the Les Pavots 
terroir: blueberry, vanilla 
beans, licorice, chocolate, 
cedar and coffee; the 2008 
L’Esprit des Pavots is spectacularly rich and intense. 
Younger vines exhibit bright fruit like strawberry, 
black cherry, and plum in addition to red pepper, add-
ing to its complex bouquet. The palate is full-bodied, 
rich and concentrated, exhibiting abundant, youthful 
yet supple tannins and a lingering finish. Fruit forward 
and enjoyable at release, this wine should age well for 
a decade.


