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O U R 3 5 t h A N N I V E R S A RY
Fine winemaking is a balance of rivals. Bold expertise and quiet
humility. A meticulous nature and a flexible disposition. A precise
hand and open arms. Steady patience and quick reflex.
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His resolve to marry a terroir-driven, classical, hands-on approach with the best
of modern technology and his unflappable belief in the land, despite evidence
to the contrary, is what has led us to this joyful 35-year anniversary and is what
continues to inspire us in everything we do.
Thirty-five years is a proud milestone for our family. It is also only the beginning
of our multi-generational pledge for 100% family ownership for 100 years. While
this pledge is ambitious, our confidence in fulfilling it is as much due to our
family’s enduring passion as it is to our extended family, who so generously share
their talent and unwavering dedication to our winery day after day.
Javier Aviña, vineyard manager, along with Nicolas Morlet, a fifth-generation
winemaker who grew up working on his own family’s domaine in France, are
a tribute to my family’s multi-generational pride and devotion. Javier joined the
winery over 25 years ago, and we are honoured that so many in our extended
family have been with us for more than a decade. Their wealth of expertise and
tireless pursuit of excellence is what makes it possible for us to look to the next
35 years and our 100-year pledge with confidence and excitement.
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As we celebrate the 35th anniversary of Peter Michael Winery, I look back and
marvel at my father’s extraordinary understanding of this necessary balance from
the very first day he stepped foot on the rocky hillside at Knights Valley.
In fact, when Sir Peter’s instinctive pull to this land led him to contemplate
purchasing it to fulfill his dream for a vineyard, the plat maps he reviewed cited
the property as “unsuitable for agriculture.” Even with hindsight’s advantage and
the beautiful, prosperous vineyard we have today that tells us otherwise, it’s fair
to say that no one would have blamed him for deferring to mind over heart and
practicality over impulse.

Of course my father’s vision was never about taking this ordinary land and
creating extraordinary wine for only us to enjoy. From the start, his dream was
for our family to share our journey and the fruits of our labor with others. As we
honour that vision and celebrate our anniversary, we extend our deepest gratitude
to you. It is our privilege and joy to share our wine, transforming life’s moments
and creating cherished memories.
Yours sincerely,

But he didn’t.
My father’s eager embrace to master that complicated dance between seemingly
opposite characteristics and practices defined his vision for Peter Michael Winery.
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430 YEARS OF WINEMAKING
Sir Peter, with Paul, Emily and their children, celebrating
the 10+ years team members who collectively have served
Peter Michael Winery for more than 430 years.
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Standing: L-R: Mario Garcia, Jose Aviña, Nain Mondragon, Lilia Olvera, Angel Vazquez, Alberta Garcia, Lino Garcia,
Ruben Cruz, Francisco Cruz, Elsa Aviña, Stuart Bockman, Colleen West , Armando Torres, Mylo Michael,
Kristina Schulze-Torres, Jesus Olivares, Angela Ozaeta, Isaias Saldivar, Epifanio Esquivel, Jairo Corona, Rafael Aviña,
Francisco Alvarado, Alfredo Torres, Juan Martinez. Seated: L-R: Javier Aviña, Herb Westfall, Peter Kay, Anna Michael,
Paul Michael, Sir Peter, Emily Michael, Elliot Michael, Tom Eakin, Nicolas Morlet
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A Note About Our

2015 Estate Pinot Noir
PETER MICHAEL FOUNDATION EVENTS
Exceptional culinary experiences benefiting the Peter Michael Foundation
which supports visionary prostate cancer research.

February 26
Chef José Andrés

2 Michelin Stars

Stars MIAMI

Bazaar Mar at SLS Brickell

May 11
Chef Daniel Boulud
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2 Michelin Stars

Stars New York

620 Loft & Garden, Midtown Manhattan

Our commitment to creating world-class wines means that we uphold
each bottling to the highest standards of quality, at every step in the
process, for every wine we offer you. These superior-level standards
and practices ensure that we are able to share the season’s harvest with
confidence and that our wines reflect true “grand cru” quality.
We have determined that our 2015 estate-grown Pinot Noir did not
meet our highest standards. As a result we did not bottle Le Caprice,
Ma Danseuse and Clos du Ciel. Unusually cool, damp conditions at our
Seaview vineyard at bloom and set affected their maturation and flavor
development, and they lacked the compelling depth and concentration
that meets our expectations. We are happy to report that the conditions
200 miles to the south at Pisoni Vineyards, where grapes for our
Le Moulin Rouge are grown, were more cooperative, and we are
excited to include this wine in the fall release in July.
We appreciate your understanding and look forward to offering our
estate-grown Pinots with the release of the 2016 vintage next year.

Summer
Peter Michael Estate
Knights Valley

Fall
San Francisco/Silicon Valley
& Los Angeles
For reservations and to learn more:

415.339.0400 jenny@petermichaelfoundation.org
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G R OW I N G S E A S O N S
A N D H A RV E S T S
from Nick Morlet

“Meticulous canopy management and substantial crop
thinning brought the vines into balance. Ideal Indian
summer conditions allowed us to calmly harvest each
block as it achieved optimal ripeness.”

2014 Vintage of Cabernet

2015 Vintage of Chardonnay

The winter rainfall was 70% of normal, continuing three years of drought.
Unseasonably warm temperatures in early spring accelerated bud break by four weeks.
Bloom through veraison benefited from moderate temperatures. Early use of drip
irrigation was critical for the health of the vines. Meticulous canopy management and
substantial crop thinning brought the vines into balance. Ideal Indian summer conditions
allowed us to calmly harvest each block as it achieved optimal ripeness. Yields were
higher than average, but due to dehydration, the skin and pulp of the berries were
thicker than normal, resulting in low juice yields at the press and exceptional
concentration in the wines.

The winter was dry, with only 75% of normal rainfall, continuing four years of drought.
Unseasonably warm temperatures accelerated bud break by three to four weeks. While
May brought welcomed rain, the cool moist conditions extended the blooming period
and led to an uneven fruit set. The crop was small and hand thinning, to ensure even
maturation, reduced the yields further. Steady warm temperatures dominated the
remainder of the growing season providing ideal ripening conditions. No doubt affected
by the drought, juice yields were the lowest ever for our estate Chardonnay. Flavors and
acidity remained exceptionally bright, balanced and concentrated, resulting in a very
small but intense and elegant 2015 vintage.

Nick Morlet and Javier Aviña
in the La Carrière Vineyard
on our Knights Valley estate.

2017 RELEASE SCHEDULE
SPRING RELEASE
2014
2015
2015
2015

Les Pavots Estate Cabernet Blend
La Carrière Estate Chardonnay
Belle Côte Estate Chardonnay
Cuvée Indigène Estate Chardonnay
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FALL RELEASE

2014 Au Paradis Estate Cabernet Sauvignon
2014 L’Esprit des Pavots Estate Cabernet Blend
2015 Le Moulin Rouge Pinot Noir
2016 L’Après-Midi Estate Sauvignon Blanc
2015 Mon Plaisir Estate Chardonnay
2015 Ma Belle-Fille Estate Chardonnay
2015 Point Rouge Estate Chardonnay
PETERMICHAELWINERY.COM | 800 354 4459

2017 SPRING RELEASE

THE WINEMAKER’S

TA S T I N G N OT E S
from

NICK MORLET

2014 Les Pavots Estate Cabernet Blend
2014 Les Pavots greets the eye with a near-black ruby color and vermillion highlights.
The nose has a deep bouquet of cacao powder, potpourri, black cherry, blueberry and
licorice with nuances of cedar, cigar box, black tea, graphite, vanilla, black truffle, and
a stylish “garrigue” touch. Extremely full-bodied and elegant, the wine offers the same rich,
ripe fruit impressions on the palate. The mouth feel is dense and round, with supple tannins
and earthy notes that lead to a long finish. Complex, the wine will age gracefully for two
decades and provides a classic presentation of our estate’s terroir.
2015 Le Moulin Rouge Pinot Noir
Due to a later bottling, this wine will be included in the fall release in July.
2015 Le Caprice Estate Pinot Noir
The winery has elected to not bottle this vintage. Please see page 9 for details.
2015 La Carrière Estate Chardonnay
Terroir-driven minerality remains the hallmark of this vineyard, with aromas of brioche,
toasted almond, dry honey, white vine rose, jasmine, hazelnut and William pear. The nose
is dominated by aromas of mandarin orange, acacia, hazelnut and Williams pear. Accents
of royal jelly and vanilla complete the elegant bouquet. Citrus oils, white peach and lemon
highlight the minerality. Wonderfully concentrated and elegant on the palate, the wine
is sculpted, rich, intense and creamy. The 2015 La Carrière is enjoyable now and will
continue to develop for a decade.

14

2015 Belle Côte Estate Chardonnay
Very intense and powerful, the nose reveals hedonistic aromas of lychee nut, rose petal and
orange blossom, with a background of mineral, candied orange, yellow peach, greengage,
nougat, whole nut and toasted almond. The rich seamless palate is very creamy and weighty
in the mouth. Notes of pain grillé, marmalade, brioche and hazelnut coupled with natural
acidity and minerality complete the mouth feel. The 2015 Belle Côte is enjoyable now and
will continue to develop for at least two decades.
2015 Cuvée Indigène Estate Chardonnay
Very intense and expressive on the nose with notes of brioche, mineral, peach blossom,
candied orange, crème brûlée, lemon oil, yellow peach and dried apricot. Accents of vanilla,
toasted hazelnut, meringue and subtle butterscotch complete a multi-layered and intense
bouquet. The texture is creamy and balanced with ample “gras” and a lingering perfumed
and mineral finish. The 2015 Cuvée Indigène vintage will continue to express its potential
for two decades, much like its Burgundian cousins from Corton-Charlemagne.
Nick Morlet, winemaker, in “Le Chai Des Pavots,”
the second-year aging cellar where the final blend
matures before bottling.
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“How lovely the silence of growing things.”
–unknown

F o l l ow u s

