Every Peter Michael wine label is stamped
with the image of a California poppy as an
affectionate tribute to the California state
flowers that covered the hillsides when Sir
Peter first stood on this land.

classical winemaking,
“Mountain vineyards,
limited production”

There’s beauty all around you here. Every
time we come, the very first thing... we wind
down the windows, get out of the car, smell
those bay leaves and Douglas fir and think....
Wow, we’re back. Back home.
- Paul Michael
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F o l l ow u s
P E T E R M I C H A E L W I N E RY

FA M I LY
In 1982, after a years-long search, British entrepreneur Peter Michael found this land
– the perfect place to realize his dream of making wine in the classic European
tradition, but under the California sun and in California soil. The following year he
and his family planted the first vines in what would eventually become the renowned
Les Pavots vineyard.
An intensely personal endeavor, the Winery today is characterized by the
multigenerational presence of the Michael family and their shared commitment to
what they call 100 x 100: one-hundred percent family tenure for one-hundred years.
The family sees this commitment as informing not only the day-to-day practices in
the winery, but the caliber of wine that is the result.
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Two generations of
the Michael Family:
Sir Peter and Lady
Michael along with
their son, Paul, and
his wife, Emily.
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PEOPLE
Sir Peter Michael, Founder
Raised in the UK, Peter Michael’s oenophile father had given him a broad education
on the classic wines of Europe. In 1975, a young Peter was served a Napa Valley
chardonnay at San Francisco’s Fairmont Hotel. The chardonnay he tasted that
evening, made with grapes grown in the hills an hour’s drive north, was a revelation,
and the starting place for a dream: to make terroir-driven, grand-cru level wines in
the great tradition of Burgundy and Bordeaux, but in the soil and sunshine of
California.
Sir Peter undertook a six-year search for the right property. It ended on the day he
stood on the steep, rocky slopes of Mount St. Helena.
“When I looked at the creek, looked at the mountain, listened to the noise of the
birds, I thought... this is the most extraordinary place on earth. But I couldn’t have
imagined just how well it would work and how lucky I was to have found it.”
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Lady Michael joined him in building the winery, bringing to the endeavor her years of
experience farming their 1000 acres (405 ha) in Berkshire, UK and raising a pedigree
South Devon Red breeding herd. Her many years of working in partnership with a
beloved piece of land afforded her perhaps the greatest appreciation among family
members for the dedication required to develop the Winery’s world-class vineyards.
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An entrepreneur many times over, Sir Peter was the founder of Micro Consultants’
Group and UEI plc and the driving force behind a group of high-tech companies
including Cosworth Engineering and Quantel, the digital special effects company for
television and film production. The graphic-arts tool Paintbox is just one of several
commercial applications his company introduced in its 20 years of operation. From
1989 to 1992, Sir Peter served as CEO of Cray Electronics, overseeing a turnaround
of the technology company, and in 1992, Sir Peter founded Classic FM, reaching the
largest radio audience for classical music in the world, with over five million listeners.
Sir Peter was knighted by Queen Elizabeth in 1989 in recognition of his contribution
to British industry. He and Lady Michael, their son Paul and his wife Emily, and Paul
and Emily’s three children, are all involved in the continuing evolution of the Peter
Michael Winery.
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Paul Michael

Emily Michael

The first time Paul Michael set foot on the land that would eventually become Peter
Michael Winery, his father set the stage for an experience that was to shape the
remainder of his life.

Emily’s first visit to the Peter Michael Winery was in 1996, when she and Paul were
engaged. “I was still speechless, I think, from that, and then speechless at the
property. It was breathtakingly beautiful. If someone were to tell me on that day that
this land would become such an important part of our lives and of the lives of the
children we had yet to have, I wouldn’t have quite believed it.”

“In 1982, I was with my family on summer vacation in California. Dad told us about
a beautiful spot on Mount St. Helena we were all going to go and see together. He
said that at some point we were going to ‘plant some vines’. We didn’t quite know
what to make of this, but the following spring we found ourselves, just as he had said,
standing on that mountainside, planting the first vines of the 16 acres that would
become Les Pavots vineyard. I had just turned 18 years old, and I had no idea that this
place would come to play such an enormous role in my life.”
Today, Paul, together with his wife, Emily, oversees the winery and ensures that it
perpetuates the family’s founding vision of hand-made, terroir-driven wines in the
classic tradition of Bordeaux and Burgundy. Paul also oversees the family’s other
business holdings in the UK including “The Vineyard”, a five-star Relais & Chateaux
hotel in Berkshire. Previously, Paul was the executive producer of the preschool
educational television series Tiny Planets (Pequeños Planetas in Spanish-speaking
territories), in co-production with Sesame Workshop, which earned two BAFTA
awards (British Academy for Film and Television Arts) and has been broadcast in over
100 territories.
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After growing up in Wiltshire, in South West England, Emily moved to London to
work in the advertising industry before joining the Rod Gunner Organisation,
producing numerous music festivals, rock and classical music concerts, American
football league matches, and charitable events on behalf of Diana, Princess of Wales,
AIDS awareness and leukemia.
Today Emily oversees the Winery’s brand marketing and design as well as the family’s
hotel holdings including “The Vineyard”, a five-star Relais & Chateaux hotel located
in Berkshire in the UK. Additionally, Emily serves as an ambassador for the Peter
Michael Foundation.
From the earliest days, the winery, ranch and surrounding land has become a
cherished home away from home for Emily, Paul and their three children, and it
continues to be the backdrop for some of their most treasured memories. The Ma
Belle-Fille vineyard on the home estate was named in celebration of Emily becoming
a part of the family.
PETERMICHAELWINERY.COM | 800 354 4459
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LAND

Above: winter often brings
a dusting of snow to the
4,341-foot peak of Mount
St. Helena, an ancient
shield volcano that serves
as the landmark of three
counties.

The road becomes increasingly narrow on the drive north over the Golden Gate Bridge,
through Marin County and onto Napa Valley’s storied route 128. Grapevines trace every
line and curve of the land here. The steep slopes of Mount St. Helena come into view as
Napa’s towns and large wineries fall away, giving way to redwoods, waterfalls and creeks.
Peter Michael Winery is here, on the floor of the tiny Knights Valley, just over the
Sonoma County line. Its vineyards climb 2000 feet (609 m) up, following the steep and
rocky western slopes of Mount St. Helena. Over the years, additional vineyards on the
Sonoma Coast and Napa Valley have been added to the Winery’s holdings, creating a wine
portfolio characterized by its diverse terroir.

At right: a map of “Wine
Country” with the
appellations in which we
own estate vineyards.
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V I N E YA R D S
Peter Michael Winery makes terroir-driven
wines names from vineyard blocks, across
three estates.

ESTATE VINEYARDS :
Knights Valley Estate
Knights Valley AVA, Sonoma County

139.5 acres (56.5 ha) across six vineyards planted to red and white Bordeaux
varietals and Chardonnay
Les Pavots

61.5 acres (24.9 ha), red and white Bordeaux varietals
La Carrière

20 acres (8.1 ha), Chardonnay
Belle Côte

15.5 acres (6.3 ha), Chardonnay
Ma Belle-Fille

18.1 acres (7.3 ha), Chardonnay
Mon Plaisir

6.4 acres (2.6 ha), Chardonnay

"Vineyard 9"
18 acres (7.3 ha), Chardonnay
Seaview Estate
Fort Ross-Seaview AVA, Sonoma County

29 acres (11.7 ha) across three vineyards planted to Pinot Noir
Ma Danseuse

12 acres (4.9 ha), Pinot Noir
Le Caprice

11 acres (4.5 ha), Pinot Noir
Clos du Ciel

6 acres (2.4 ha), Pinot Noir
Oakville Estate
Oakville AVA, Napa Valley

Au Paradis
24 acres (9.7 ha) planted to Red Bordeaux varietals
SOURCED VINEYARD:
Red Aiken soil series of Oakville and volcanic Rhyolite of Les Pavots.

Pisoni Vineyard
Santa Lucia Highlands AVA, Monterey County

4.5 acres (1.8 ha) planted to Pinot Noir

VITICULTURE
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The Winery’s viticulture philosophy is based on
low-input sustainable agriculture (LISA), using
hand-farming techniques that include organic and
biodynamic practices. With an unwavering respect
for the unique terroir of this place, Vineyard Manager
Javier Aviña has managed the vineyards at Peter
Michael Winery since 1991, using minimally invasive
methods that steward and protect the soil, water, and
wildlife of this extraordinary piece of land.
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WINEMAKERS

WINEMAKING
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Peter Michael wines have been crafted by a renowned succession of winemakers viticulturists whose mastery was refined at the winery and whose expertise has shaped all
that Peter Michael is known for today. Helen Turley, Marc Aubert, Vanessa Wong and
our on-going consulting winemakers, Luc and Nicolas Morlet, have each brought and
honed their distinctive vision to Peter Michael. Since 2020, the winemaking has been
under the direction of Robert Fiore, whose approach and exacting winemaking standards
are an invaluable part of the evolving Peter Michael story.
OVERVIEW | ESTATES AND WINES

Winemaker Robert Fiore ensures the careful application of classic French winemaking
methods, including aging in French oak barrels, frequent stirring of the lees, or in French,
le battônage, and fermentation with native yeasts. The bright acidity of the wines is
entirely natural and a direct result of the Winery’s cool climate vineyards. With few
exceptions, the wines are not fined or filtered, creating fuller aromatics, a richer mouth
feel, and a more precise expression of the terroir.
These practices require small-lot, limited production, and result in wines that express not
only the skill of the winemaker, but the unique and remarkable terroir of the land.
PETERMICHAELWINERY.COM | 800 354 4459

Robert Fiore, Winemaker
Since an early age, Robert was fascinated with geology, eventually leading to seven years
of technical geologic studies and ultimately earning a Master of Science degree in
Geological Sciences. As a professional geophysicist or proclaimed, Earth Scientist, Robert
recalls, “I found myself investigating geologic basins and rock outcrops around the
world.”
During his studies, Robert was introduced to wine which inspired trips to explore wine
regions around the world. Eventually, in 2001, Robert made his way to California, via a
work transfer, that allowed him to follow his dream of earning a Master’s Degree from
UC Davis in Viticulture and Enology. “The connection between wine and terroir became
a fascination which I examined as part of my graduate studies,” states Robert, “which led
to four months working in the Côte d’Or as a Confrèrie des Chevaliers du Tastevin
Fellowship Laureate, offering the opportunity to taste the wines, dig in the soil and
discuss the connection between wine and the land with local vignerons – some whose
families had worked the same land for nearly three hundred years.”
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His winemaking career began with internships at Spring Mountain Vineyard, Buccella and
Arietta in Napa Valley and producing small-lot Pinot Noir wines in the Sta. Rita Hills
AVA, while continuing to explore wine experiences abroad throughout Burgundy and
the south of France. Starting in 2016 he spent three years working with Tim Mondavi as
part of the small winemaking team creating Continuum Estate wines.
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Robert joins a historic team of passionate winemakers, continuing the approach to
classical winemaking with a sense of innovation which is natural to Peter Michael
Winery’s philosophy.

Javier Aviña, Vineyard Manager
Born in Patzimaro de Aviña in the Mexican State of Michoacan, Javier has worked in
agriculture for all of his life. As a teenager, he began working with his brother on
sugar beet and tomato farms in the Central Valley. When his brother decided to move
north in 1977, Javier followed him to the Napa Valley. In 1981 Javier worked at
Robert Mondavi Winery where a supervisor recognized his talent and encouraged him
to develop it further. His experience there, and later at Monticello Cellars, brought
him to Peter Michael Winery in 1991 as vineyard manager, where he has tended the
vineyards with skill and devotion ever since.
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CO M M I T M E N T TO
AU T H E N T I C I T Y
To protect the integrity of Peter
Michael wines, there is a unique
identification number and QR code
on the back of every bottle. A
scanning app or texting code can be
used to access a verification of
authenticity as well as the
winemaker’s tasting notes for that
particular bottling.
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S T E WA R D S H I P
In every vineyard, the land is farmed with the respect the Michael family holds for this
land.
In the Knights Valley home estate, over half of the acreage has been set aside as a
wildlife preserve, and the remaining land is planted to vineyards tended to protect
wildlife, minimize chemical use, and preserve the redwood and oak forests that
surround them. The Winery’s integrative approach includes mulching, cover crops,
pollinator support, arboriculture and watershed restoration. The family believes their
ability to create exceptional wine is entirely dependent on the stewardship of the land
that produces it.

PETERMICHAELWINERY.COM | 800 354 4459

WINES
The Winery’s standing in the wine
world is reflected in its remarkably
diverse portfolio of fifteen different
bottlings: three Cabernet blends,
four Pinot Noirs, two blends of
Sauvignon Blanc and Sémillon, and
six Chardonnays.
Twelve of these wines are vineyard
specific, expressing the subtle
variations in the terroir of the
Winery’s high-altitude mountainside
vineyards.
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W I N E S a n d V I N E YA R DS

Vineyard Block - Specific Wines

Wines

varietal

The Winery produces fifteen different wines from our three estates, in four varietal
categories: three Cabernet blends, four Pinot Noirs, two blends of Sauvignon Blanc
and Sémillon, and six Chardonnays. Twelve of these wines are block specific.

Cabernet Blend

Please see the wine pages of the website for the stories behind the vineyard names and
for the pronunciations of each.

Les Pavots
Au Paradis
L’Esprit des Pavots

transl ation

appell ation

The poppies
In paradise
The spirit of the poppies

Knights Valley
Oakville
Sonoma County/
Napa County

Whim, quirk, frolic
My dance partner
Vineyard in the sky
The Red mill (and the cabaret!)

Fort Ross – Seaview
Fort Ross – Seaview
Fort Ross – Seaview
Santa Lucia Highlands

Pinot Noir

Le Caprice
Ma Danseuse
Clos du Ciel
Le Moulin Rouge
Sauvignon Bl anc /
Sémillon
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L’Après-Midi
Coeur à Coeur
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The afternoon
Heart to heart

Knights Valley
Knights Valley

The quarry
My pleasure
Beautiful slope
My daughter-in-law

Knights Valley
Knights Valley
Knights Valley
Knights Valley

Chardonnay

La Carrière
Mon Plaisir
Belle Côte
Ma Belle-Fille

Barrel-selection Cuvées
varietal

varietal

appell ation

Indigenous blend
Red dot

Knights Valley
Knights Valley

Chardonnay

Cuvée Indigène
Point Rouge
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P U R C H AS I N G
PETER MICHAEL WINES
Wines
Private Membership
The
fifteen
different
in four
varietal categories:
three
PeterWinery
Michaelproduces
wines are
crafted
by handwines
and are
by necessity
of limited production.
Cabernet
blends,
Pinot Noirs,
blends
of Sauvignon
Blanc
Sémillon,
Growers as
well asfour
winemakers,
thetwo
winery
team
works within
theand
natural
limits of
and
six Chardonnays.
Twelve
of theseofwines
are vineyard
specific.
the weather,
seasons and
conditions
the land.
Depending
on the vintage,
production quantities may vary significantly.
The majority of Peter Michael wines are reserved for private members, with a very
limited distribution to retail and restaurants.
The membership system is designed to make Peter Michael wines available to as many
people who are sincerely interested as possible. It often takes time for a membership
to become available. The winery strives to make wines that are worth waiting for.

P R E SS
A positive reception by the press has been an appreciated byproduct of the Winery’s
founding vision: hand-crafted, terroir-specific wines made in the classical European
tradition. A few notable selections:
Wine Spectator, December 2015
Au Paradis 2012 is named #1 in the Wine Spectator Top 100
“A small, little-known vineyard in Napa Valley’s Oakville District has produced a
wine that epitomizes the modern style of Napa Cabernet. This producer’s stellar
reputation was built on wines grown in Sonoma County, but the 2012 bottling of Au
Paradis proves its deft touch extends to Napa. The wine speaks of its site, farmed and
vinified to perfection by an experienced team capturing the brilliance of a bountiful
vintage.”
Wine Spectator, November 2014
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How it Works

Sir Peter Receives the Wine Spectator Distinguished Service Award

Prospective members may sign up for the waiting list on the Peter Michael website.
Each of the fifteen wines in the portfolio is made available to members once a year, in
either the spring or fall release. In anticipation of each release, members receive an
offering that details available wines and vintages. News from the estate, care and
serving information and winemaker’s tasting notes are included to help customers
develop their order.

“Peter Michael Winery has reached the pinnacle of California wine. With remarkable
consistency, it excels with many different grapes and vineyards. Since 1997, eight of
its wines have earned spots on Wine Spectator’s Top 100 lists, and three of those
made the Top 10. Now, after 30 years of winemaking, [Sir Peter] can look back on a
dream truly fulfilled.”

Ordering for the spring release takes place in February and shipping
begins in March.
Ordering for the fall release takes place in July and shipping begins in
October.
Thank you for your patience while we wait for your membership opening to become available.
Emily and I look forward to sharing our wines with you and hope they become part of your
favourite memories with family and friends.

Robert Parker Wine Advocate,
December 2013
Peter Michael ‘Ma Danseuse’ Pinot Noir 2010 Earns a Perfect Score of 100
“Pure perfection, the amazing 2010 Pinot Noir Ma Danseuse is one of the greatest
Pinots I have ever tasted ... anywhere.”
Peter Michael ‘Clos du Ciel’ Pinot Noir 2010 Earns a Perfect Score of 100
“This could be a game-changing Pinot Noir that sets the wine world upside down
given its spectacular quality.”

- Paul Michael
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PETER MICHAEL
F O U N DAT I O N
Wines
Being of service has always been a cornerstone of the Michael family values. The Peter
Michael
Foundation
created
as a way
for the
winery
to support
the greater
The
Winery
produceswas
fifteen
different
wines
in four
varietal
categories:
three good,
originally
in
support
of
the
arts,
and
today
through
a
focus
on
advancing
research on
Cabernet blends, four Pinot Noirs, two blends of Sauvignon Blanc and Sémillon,
prostate
cancer.
and
six Chardonnays.
Twelve of these wines are vineyard specific.
Peter Michael Foundation (PMF) seeks out and funds diagnostic and treatment
research with physician scientists at the leading cancer centers across the country,
including UCSF Helen Diller Family Comprehensive Cancer Center, Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center, Stanford Cancer Institute, Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer
Center, and Miami Cancer Institute. Funding research is primary to their mission yet
PMF also provides direct support and advocacy to patients and their families. PMF
hosts culinary fundraising events nationwide throughout the year. Each dinner is
crafted by a renowned chef and paired with Peter Michael wines. The evenings end
with a live auction that provides continuing support for the Foundation’s work.
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The Foundation seeks out and funds diagnostic and treatment research with physician
scientists at the leading cancer centers across the country. It hosts scientific
conferences around the world and, unusual in a research context, provides direct
support and advocacy to patients and their families.
I've seen firsthand the difference it's made to individuals and their families on a one-to-one basis.
The developments that are being made are extraordinary and very exciting, creating advances not
only for prostate cancer, but for many other types of cancers as well.
- Emily Michael

Peter Michael Foundation is a 501(C)3 public charity – Fed ID #3238961.
Donations are tax deductible.

C O N TAC T
Jason Edwards
Director of Branding & Communications
jedwards@petermichaelwinery.com
12400 Ida Clayton Rd, Calistoga, CA
94515 USA
707-942-3226 x226 (Direct)
707-942-3200 (Main)
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